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Introduction 

-Whither am I going? To the New World. What to do , , 
\ r > No. it I know my own heart. To get money,' 
gal n hon• ^ (0 God> and to bring others so to do" No 

’“'Francs Asbury (1745-1816) wrote in_hisJournal on 
,J r ,o 1771 as he was storting from England to Am«£ 
Inthenext forty-five years he not only was to be the do^ 
or ce in the shaping of American Methodism as its pio J 
J,“hop; he also was to become one of the greatest explorers of 
the American frontier. 




Asburv’s part in the life of pioneer America and his observa¬ 
tions of people and places have been in large measure hidden 
to recent generations. Asbury kept a daily diary or Journal 
from August 7, 1771 until December 7, 1815. Portions of this 
Journal were published during his life. The entire Journal was 
published in 1821. It was reprinted in 1852, and again reprinted 
about two years later. It had, thus, by 1958 been out of print 
for more than a hundred years, and copies had become increas¬ 
ingly difficult to obtain. Little wonder that present-day per- 
uw * had icant knowledge of his life and importance. 


Certain scholars in America knew of his Journal and of its 
■ *mr.g not only as a commentary on the beginnings of The 
Church, but also as a first-hand record of men and 
/ v 1 ,‘ n J he early days of lhe United States. Thus, when 
^ ^ toorieal Publications Commission of the United 
*■* ,« T> i!r* nl C ^°* C *‘*tv-six Rreat Americans whose 
vdrrt -p r * ‘ * n<1 published, Asbury's name was in- 

»»» this Commission made in 

‘ ' y Presidents and both Houses of Con* 


_ • I 

~ I 


1 Coumn am * cooperation of the 

«„d Letters of f ranc if 
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were published by the Association of Methodist Historical So¬ 
cieties in the United States in 1958. The Editor-in-Chief is Dr. 
Elmer T. Clark; the present writer is one of the Regional Re¬ 
search Editors. The three-volume set of Asbury’s works in this 
standard annotated edition is available for $21.00 from The 
Methodist Publishing House, 642 Smithfield Street, Pittsburgh 
30. Pennsylvania. 

On the Frontier in West Virginia 

Asbury traveled where the people were. As the people 
moved westward, so did Asbury. In the earliest parts of the 
Journal one finds Asbury concentrating on the seaboard of 
what was to become the United States. Toward the end of his 
life his interest and travels extended as far west as Indiana. 

The epitome of Asbury’s constant interest in the edge of 
civilization can be no better shown than by the shift of em¬ 
phasis in his travels in what is now West Virginia. Notice how 
his visits begin in the Eastern Panhandle and then move west¬ 
ward through rather definite phases. 

Asbury’s first visit to what is now West Virginia was in 1776; 
in July of this year he visited Berkeley Springs. This was the 
very year that this town was established, under the name of 
Bath" 

Asbury was again in West Virginia in 1781, 1782, 1783, and 
Each of these visits was in the Eastern Panhandle, west- 

* srdly including the present counties of Grant and Mineral. 
Tr.us during the first eight years of Asbury’s visits to West 
V.rgmia he did not get across the mountains to westward flow- 
tag water 

; ftnt visit in Weat Virginia that took him across the 
Ai>fhar.v »ummit was in 1785 when he visited Morgantown. 
T*.-. rtM*mg of the mountains was made, however, through 
- ’ a'.frr u.un by a frontal attack over the West Vir- 
0*»a hillt 

k **** Aabury’s lour took him not only to the frontier in 

* on V but alao to the frontier of the United States In 

'**'>*■> Co»p » Fort in Hrooke County in the North- 
rtt and from there he croaaed the Ohio River In 


1 
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his Journal Asbury wrote: “We are now g0 j ni , 
and may take a peep into the Indian Jand » Vh• the fr °nti 
Northern Panhandle was an early scouting to,® ^sit ^ 
start regular visits to this area until after the 1 he di d n 
teen years. apse of sey^ 

In 1788 Asbury began his assault on the mount • 
north, as he traveled through the “devious lone? 1118 ’ S ° uth to 
look at a map of West Virginia shows that this south Wllds -” A 
was the edge of civilization, west of the mountains*/ 1 ^ to ^ 
the waters of the Atlantic from the waters of th lw 
Asbury records that these tours from Monroe Co/ f MlSsissi Ppi. 
eastern West Virginia via Morgantown to Pennsvl y ^ S ° uth ' 
among the most difficult travels that he ever Vania Were 
the whole of America. He drove himself and M ^ lenced ® 
this rough terrain not only in 1788 but also in 17Qn ° Ver 
1796. In May 1796 he wrote: “I doubt wheTherTs/ ’ 311(1 
request any person ... to accompany me across 6Ver 

tains again.” Asbury kept this resolve not onlv w moun - 

difficulties on this frontier, but also because th f auseoft he 
shifted. Between 1796 and 18ft*? a u frontiers had 

hems Of Wes. ^MtaMonroe^ « mpIy touch ^ 

*•»"«■.» Sbt™ ri'isr c °““ >i * 

1 ° ng “ ries of in the Non], 
‘ M3 lr “i 1815, Asburv made ele thirteen years between 

’ One discovers that' ‘° UrS in the Northe ™ Pan- 

?* lhr ' r “"porunce to advancm^ Were not 0lJ >' because 
... y wu «lvj in .. * Methodism in this area; As- 

lunh " «'»nc. nK Z‘Zr " 88 ^ ,0 0hip “ d 

<» what is now West 
Cr*tf ‘ on th« t °ccaiion of this visit 

' Although Wood 

’*• redeem ln Asbury* 

WW much“f •"' r,d * nU *' 
IT ** ,4 *«< ot*| u ™ h Urti prvp*** ** 

,hr ‘"»pudwc* of th# a* 

***** «hfra».mahk hrftUCl 
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West Virginiu Counties Visited 

Asbury made thirty-four tours in West Virginia, starting 
with his visit at Bath in 1776 and ending with his stay at “John 
I Beck’s, West Liberty” in early August, 1815. In these thirty- 
nine years Asbury visited at least twenty-two of the present 
counties of West Virginia. Thus, persons interested in ecclesi¬ 
astical or secular history in these counties may well find com¬ 
ments of interest in the Journal. 

It is possible that Asbury was in the edge of two more coun¬ 
ties; however, the following alphabetical list of counties is prac¬ 
tically exhaustive, and is taken from Asbury’s own records: 
Barbour, Berkeley, Brooke, Grant, Greenbrier, Hampshire, 
Hancock, Hardy, Harrison, Jefferson, Marion, Mineral, Monon¬ 
galia. Monroe, Morgan, Ohio, Pendleton, Pocahontas, Preston, 
Randolph, Taylor and Wood. 

Places 

What is your area of interest in West Virginia history? 
Chances are that you will find source material in Asbury’s 
documents. 

Is your hobby West Virginia Springs? You will find rich 
material on this subject in Asbury. There is much comment 
on Berkeley Springs and a lesser amount on Sweet Springs. 


If your interest centers about natural curiosities, you will 
find a common interest with the man Asbury. In his Journal 
you will find the first written description (1781) of Hanging 
Rocks in Hampshire County; you will find an early description 
of Iman’s Spring in Grant County, now the site of the Spring 
Run Fish Hatchery near Petersburg, of which Asbury says: 
The quantity of water it discharges (is) sufficient for a mill 
A.'.Mn two hundred yards from the source”; you will find de¬ 
scriptions of caves that are among the earliest published de- 
•cTipLoni of this type of natural curiosity in West Virginia. 

•'' l«‘vr iptions of early towns in West Virginia can not but 
*' in* intercut In their present-day inhabitants. Of course, 
rf - ■ « ‘if Akbury’s visit* were before towns had any names at 

* ; vitita were during times that present towns had other 

******* "in*-r vulU were in prlvstc homes on spots that since 

* * - r «• town* Thus, this listing does not include all of 
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h present West Virginia towns; nonetheless 
will perhaps show the wideness of Asbury's t 
terest. 


the 


foli ( 






In Julv 1790 Asbury was riding in Greenbrier ana „ 
hontas Counties; in his Journal he recorded; “Op 
premeditated the sending of a preacher to a newly.^ *» I 
to the Kenhaway county. This newly-settled place- w S* 
commonly called Charleston. 


When Asbury visited Lewisburg in July 1790 he call*a 
•Green Brier court house”—and further mentioned that “hJI 
some sat as critics and judges.” In his quaint way, he m? 
ions Lewisburg in his visit of May 1792 as follows: “Wen* 
through Greenbrier by the town.” 


As is well known to all students of West Virginia histor> 
the Town of Fort Ashby in Mineral County has had many <•/ 
fi^al names- Asbury adds two more names for this comes, 
nity: in his visit of June 1781 he calls it “Dutch settlement 
in subsequent visits he calls it “Jones”—after the name of 
family with whom he visited. 


Wben Asbury visted the present site of Philipp:. Barba* 
County, in July 1783. there was but one cabin there— that d 
W :Cham Anglin's. Asbury s visit in this home was not the mr 
- rhome that he ever received: “Near midnight we stopped * 
^ Angim's. who hissed his dogs at us: but the vre 


Our 

with 


- oetermirec to get to quarterly meeting, so we wem - 
supper was tea. I Lay on the 3oor on a few tee 
the Seas. That night our poor horses got no com. . 




k» rmt to Parkersburg, which be 
i Cxu-. Hc r.se ’ He had many thmg? to say amt 
, L * JDCC I which was a “seat of sin.* m 

» F e:, m May 1736. he wrote. "The m 
" ““ of the traveller with 
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Morgantown, Charles Town, Wellsburg, West Liberty, Wheel¬ 
ing- In West Virginia, as in the nation, he “printed the map of 
his ministry with the hoofs of his horse.” 

People 

Asbury had a great interest in people. He spent all of his life 
in the homes of others. He was at home with persons of high 
and low estate. In the section now known as West Virginia 
he found himself as guest in homes of both those who were 
famous and those who had been infamous. 

Since Asbury’s early visits occurred while Indians were still 
in West Virginia, he came into contact with persons who had 
been involved with the savages. He came to know Richard 
Williams, in 1781, who then lived near Romney; in the Journal 
(Volume I, page 464ff) he tells the thrilling story of the cap¬ 
ture of Williams by the Indians. In 1788 Asbury visited Clover 
Lick in Pocahontas County and made reference to the work of 
Jacob Warwick who had built a fort there and had “made a 
small estate by keeping cattle, horses, &c., on the range.” As¬ 
bury visited Coxe’s Fort in Brooke County, in 1786, at which 
time the inhabitants could look across the Ohio River and see 
Indian lands. He visited in the home of Thomas Drinnon, in 
Pocahontas County, “whose wife was killed, and his son taken 
prisoner by the Indians.” Asbury was a welcomed visitor at 
Cook’s Fort in Monroe County—for two of the sons of the 
builder of this fort had become Methodist preachers. 

Among the interesting references to the Indian incursions in 
West Virginia is his comment about the Kinnan massacre in 
Randolph County. The full story of this massacre may be 
found in Volume I, Number 1 of West Virginia History , A 
Quarterly Magazine , Charleston, October, 1939: in this publi¬ 
cation there is an extensive article by Boyd B. Stutler as well 
t reprint of the True Narrative of the Sufferings of Mary 
Kinnar. Asbury was on the spot in May 1792. He writes: “We 
; pod at Capt. S ’s, where there were several families 

• a ded t gether for fear of the Indians. The upper end of the 
< • ba> been depopulated, one family has been destroyed 

■tote 1 was last here. . " 

• i lit ion to hi> contacts with those who were in the midst 
* 4i*tivtt\ Aaburv m sited in homes of men who were 

* ,. r thrir da% Prrhapa this can be no better shown than 
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.h Asbury's relationship with men who were m( -,. 
Virginia Convention which met in Richmond in N 
of lhe V ?. or reject the Federal Constitution. As ha, ? Uri ' 
1788 ‘told 'there were sixteen members from what is now 
0fte " i» 'the fifteen of these who voted to ratify 
V “?‘ n the majority of ten by which Virginia ratified the ?*“ 
ma *. n has been noted that it was the votes from ‘.? n " 
S,, ‘d the mountains” that aided not only Virginia but > 
It°her stated accept the Federal Constitution. ^ 

1 Among the sixteen men from West Virginia were the follow 
• rn Isaac VanMeter from Hardy County, Abel Seymour W 
Hardy County, Col. George Jackson from Harrison County. 
Ebenezer Zane from Ohio County, and John Wilson from Ra n . 
doloh County. It is amazing to realize that Francis Asbury was 
a visitor in the homes and with the families of each of these 
five men! 


Random comments of Asbury concerning the “famous five” 
include: “I had an attentive, well-behaved congregation at 
Squire VanMeter’s.” ... He rode to Seymour’s “as welcome as 
snow in harvest.” ... “I lodged with Col. Jackson.” . . . “At 
Colonel Zane’s, where I lodged, the aged people were kind in¬ 
deed_I contemplate two chapels; one of forty feet square, 

and the other of fifty feet; the first in Charlestown (Wellsburg), 
Alexander Wells to give the lot; and the other in Wheeling, the 
ground to be bestowed for its erection by Colonel Zane.” “I 
preached at Wilson’s. Here many careless people do not hear 
a sermon more than once in one or two years. . . 


Asbury was a frequent visitor in many other homes of pi¬ 
oneers and patriots. He was in the home of the Hite family 
in the Eastern Panhandle from 1781 and after. He preached in 
e bam of Captain James Stroud near Martinsburg. He 
r a r* nd ba P tized Peter Dewit’s in Mineral County- 
tion h* 1 ^ heard ° f Dewits experiences in the Revolu- 
Jacob in 3 'y elcomed 'rtsitor at the home of John Jeremiah 
hort woulri'^e' r ! C ® unty ~ liltle knowing that a son of his 
(Sw ' r « Governor of the State of West Vir- 

Cb^leaton, 195fi v! i v?!?, 0 * i ' stor y> A Quarterly Magazine. 
blf '|raphy of j* ob) h, N °’ 2 ’ Januar >'* PP- 117-137 for a 
and church built u f ^ nd resl and opportunity at the 
built by Col. Charles Martin on the Wc* 
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Virginia-Pennsylvania line. He enjoyed his visits with John 
McNeel at the present site of Hillsboro—and probably thrilled 
to know that McNeel had come to this fertile area because he 
thought that he had killed a man “back in civilization," and 
had stayed in this lovely spot even after he learned that the 
m an had not died. He looked forward to his visits with “Fath¬ 
er" Calder Haymond, at the present site of Fairmont; he must 
have been overjoyed when Calder’s son, Thomas, became a 
Methodist Circuit Rider. 

Asbury entered a life-long friendship with Dr. Edward Tiffin 
while Tiffin lived in Charles Town in a house that is still ex¬ 
tant. This friendship continued after Tiffin moved to Ohio and 
became the first Governor of that State. 

Time would fail were we to attempt to tell the persons of 
interest with whom Asbury was friend—John Davenport, a 
Revolutionary soldier who lived in Jefferson County; John 
Beck, at whose home near West Liberty Asbury preached his 
last sermon in West Virginia; John McCullough, sheriff of Ohio 
County in 1776 and brother of Samuel who gained fame by his 
leap to escape from the Indians; Joseph Perkins, Asbury’s old 
“friend and neighbor,” who was the superintendent of the U. S. 
Armory at Harper’s Ferry; and other names by the score. 

In Asbury’s Journal there is an almost inexhaustible mine of 
materia] for biographical and historical research. The new edi¬ 
tion has the greatest amount of identifications and notations 
that space permitted. In addition to those printed in the 
Journal, the author of this paper has prepared extensive notes 
>n West Virginia persons and places. A copy of this material 
may be found at the archives of the American Association of 
Methodist Historical Societies at Lake Junaluska, North Caro- 
; na; the author of this paper has another copy. 

Conclusion 

Asbury speaks to our day not only in the context of religion. 
H* ra rr. jch information and insight on the places and people 
■ the **arly day. of West Virginia. He lived and labored in a 
lay ♦ en th* pioneers were “but one remove from the Indians 
" ' rorr.foru of civilized society.” His writings will be of 
Mi t/.#* local historian or to the person interested in the 
ma/.y facets of life in America between 1771 and 1815. The 
pfc*»aar Bishop haa blazed a long trail. 


| Editor a Garner | 

..- •' • ■•*•< 

The Bruffey 
Family 


.-s I n O R N PCX'A • 
J eV\ ' V .hontasl.m, now 
In Vlr- 

%&Jr \ V 38 inln. Rno 
^y J Dowdy has sub- 
#fT% ' (milted mater- 
>_3 ini on Bruffey 
Pdmfty history for your 
present reading and for the 
editor's possible cleaning for 
the encyclopedia. Tne mater¬ 
ial comes as clippings from 
the pen and hand-set type of 
the late ond great Cal Price 
and time of printing is 1933. 

THE BRUFFEYS 


, ^ Tho Bruffeys held their 
.' family reunion on Bruffeys 
i Creek on August 26. 1933. 
A goodly number of the re¬ 
lationship was present and 
. the occasion was greatly en¬ 
joyed by all. 


John Bruffey was born in 

• the north of Ireland in 1752. 

• . He married Nellie MacDon- 
*. aid, of Scotland, and they 
r • moved to America prior to 

the Revolution. In this war ho 
served ns a soldier under 
; General Anthony Wayne. He 
was killed ln'tho*year 1807* 
’• by being thrown from ahorse. 

• The horse scared at a deer 
i at the stone trough on the 

lands of M. J. McNcel He 
was burled in the McNoel 
1 gravcyarti. itis . ^mve is 
1 marked by a stone lettered by 
r his son John. 

John and Nellie MacDon- 
aid Bruffey were the parents 
t of threo sons, Mark, John ond 
! Patrick. 

t Mork married a Miss Lewis 

• ond lived In Monroe county. 

■ They had a son. Rev. George; 
i his sons were Fletcher and 
‘"'Samuel; the latter was tho 
y father of Mrs. George B. 

Mlnter, of Wnrrcn. Ohio, who 

• was a missionary in China for 

• a number of years; returning 
; home to care for her sister's 

children. 

John Jr. married Elizabeth 

• Hill ond settled on Bruffeys 
Creek. They were the par¬ 
ents of threo sons and seven 
daughters — Murry, Brad- 

t ford ond John. 


Murry married m 

Craig of Nlrtnla* . • t> 

They were the parent*olthrt• 
aons atidthrei'ilnui.hirt» W||. 
Hum. ItohnM, Rioluit.t in- 
0 both bet .one tho w|f«- ,,f 

Wonlr-v Hill, Nancy u>< 
Henry Huggn. niut M.»n:ir< t. 
wife ol llnirgl IVnr < > I 
uty Sherlfl It M Hruffiiy.*^ 
and A W Hill nr> grar<l 
sons of Murry Bruffey. 

Bradford married Mary 
Watts'of Crecnbrl-T county 
They had three sons and lour 
daughters. Nowton, late of 
Rcnick; Frank, deceased, 

, Squire T. A. Bruffey. of 

Bruffeys Creek; Elizabeth 
Whiting; Scrcno Grimes, Bird 
Shlsler. Ida Sarver. 

John Bruffey 111, married 
Margaret Hill and went west. 


Tho daughters of John 2nd 
were EHzn Moore, of Edray; 
George P. Moore was her son. 

| Harriet, wifeofWesley Cruik* 
shanks, of Nicholas. Levina, 

. wife of Claybornc Blair; went 
: west. Mrs. Jennie Lynch of 
. Ncola, Mrs. Annie Dotson and 
Culbison. of the west are her 
children.. Julia become the 
wife of a McClure; the late 
Mathew was her only son. 
Margaret become the wife of 
Morgan Anderson. They had 
three children. Elizabeth be¬ 
came the wife of Samuel Mc¬ 
Carty. and moved to Ver- 
. mont; C. J. McCarty was her 
son. Tho Anderson became 
• Mrs. Shannon Clutter; Eric 
Clutter is their son. Dickson 
Anderson married Sarah Mc- 
^Coy. Mrs. P. C. Curry is 
their daughter. 

Nancy Bruffey became the 
wife of Levi Hooker, clock* 
maker, and Martha Bruffey 
become the wife of Jaraes 
Ewing. Both families went to 
Nicholas county 

Patrick Bruffey was born 
May 2. 1785. and died Feb¬ 
ruary 3. 1853. His wife was 
Annie Slaven. daughter of John 
Slavcn. head of Greenbrier 
River. lie was a skilled wot K- 
man In wood, iron and stone. 
He was a miller, too. and own¬ 
ed the mill near CrecnbanK- 
His family consisted of* J 
daughters and two sons. Po!ly 
Mathews was hoin Jam»r 
.29. 1613. and died Novt t n ’ 
bor 1. 1819 She became tht 
wife of John H. Kuckman. 


February ? ( ja n u- f 
drae »» r , ' 

William J 

In* •>, , 

rlrd Almira Cam^u „, f 

•on CK«rlc« |rir r.. • J,.- 
In Oklahoma KnryCtfWm* 
bom April 6, 14i< dU40<^ 
b«r 1. lav. »|(« ** ft** , , 
vine, an* »oi tn« xtsa'*t ■* 
•loven children One a <m 
James was a Confer r,-. 
soldier and »*s tilled , . 
presence of his mvher 
James, born Janr.,- 
181C. married Margaret Am 
Hartman and went to Limit 
county. 

Elizabeth SUven Brv'T-y 
born March 24. 1818. h-r - • 
the wife of Addison Ervinc 1&3 
went west. 

Priscilla Bruffey b*c'~ • 
the wife of Lorenson r. ;i 
and went to Webster - 
Caroline Margaret Bru;.\/. 
bom September 18. 182: 
August 14. 1853; becatrc th* 
wite or James Watts R.:.- 
man October 14. 1852. Iter 
child was William Wallace 
Ruckman. who HvedonSren?- 
Ing Creek, where his children.. 
D. E. and Margie, now re¬ 
side. 

Sara h Ann Bruffey. bom 

November 7. 1824 dled 
vember 6. 1895. I became J« 

' wife of James G. Hamil-M- 
October 9. 1851. A ^ughteG 
Hester, became the wile 
Robert Brown. County sur- 
vcyor. R. W. Bro«» » «>cir 

H. 1873. M K 




tic* tmirrrtn 

•y was born In th. north of Ireland tn irtl. |« w to4 , #llu , 
L anoestr*! klaaaaa of Rmi V MaDonaM, „u 
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John iST Wellio IkoDonald Bruffey novod to Anerloa prUr to t , ,, ... , 

h. .m «. . ooldlor und.r donoral Anthony ,y„.. kuw , ^ <f ,... 

by bolnr throw fron a horso. Tho homo scared at a deer . u ^ 

lands of !?.J. VcNool. lie was buried In tho "Wool rrareyard. ru u 


stone lottorod by his son, John, 

To tho anrria^o of John and liollio J'acDonald Druffoy wero born thro* sons, ,rk, -r 

Patrick. 

?4ark aarriod a J!iss Lewis and lived in Monroo County. They had a son, Rrr. oorgo bruffoyi 
his sons wero Flotohor and Soauol; the latter was tho fothor of !Y*. Ceorgs £. firter of 
Warren, Ohio, who was a sessionary in China for a nunbor of years; return i-v bone to ears 
for hor aiotor’s children 

John, Jr., married Elizabeth !till and settled on Pruffoys Creek, T r/ wr ‘-he _ - ja 

r ; • worn trd throo daughters - Willian, Robert, Richard. Elizabeth beosne the wife af 

Wesley Hill) Kancy, tho wifo of Honry Boggs; and Margarot tho wife of Haggai ^sniaen. 
Deputy Sheriff R.U. Bruffoy and A .77. Hill wero grandsons of !iirray Fruffoy. 

Bradford aarriod !fery Watts, of Grcmbrior County. Thoy had three sons wsd four daughters, 
liowton. Into of Ronlolc; Frank, doconsodi Squlro T.A. Bruffoy, of Bruffoy. Crook. ElU.>.th 
Whiting; Sorono Trines; Bird Shisler; and Ida Sarvor. 

John Bruffoy, III, aarriod ?4urgarot Hill and woht woot. 

Tho djuchtor. of John. 2nd. wor. E1U. Fo.ro, of Edr.yi roorf P. 

Horriot, wifo of Tloaloy Cruikohroko, of Hlcholne. lorln*. wifo of 


wont wo.t. Mr.. Jonnlo Itfnch of Uooln. !*"• Annio Dot«on «d CulMn.on. » f *"• 

ohlldron. JulU boom, tho wifo of » VoCluro. tho Into Moth.. — »•' -f , 

Thov had throo ohlldron. MlMhoth 

bocono tho wifo of !'or C on Andor.on. .hoy lad tnr ^ rM . 

- 1 ir^rnri?/ mis hor son# 1 

of Sanuol McCarty and norod to Vomont. C. J. * m rriad 

boom. ... Shonnon Cluttor, Brio Ciuttor W - — — . V* 


Sarah UoCoy, Hr.. P.C. Curry 1. thoir daushtor. liruffirf «" 

limey Burffoy booano tha wifo of Iowl Hookor, olootowk r 


P*trtWy>rurr«y b«rn I Iky 17ft* and 41*4 a r*, jf f1| «if* *». 

■“<TV 


Am'Jf*** ° f 81 * 1r *'* Sa * a ® f ° r *«»***** >Um. -• me ft ,* t 1fc4 -rV^, ^ 

iron 7Bi^*o n *» n * mB B *®«, •«** <»*■»•* the a&ll "- ml wK. KU fm*iy 

consisted of mix dauthters and two bom. folly U* thews wee Y<m ffft j.*. ,. u % . 4U4 
1 Not. 1849. Sho beo.s*o the wife eT John II. ftuolman 7 - *fc liu, , r •» 
oarollne, wifo of Willi* J. 'aolcloy, of Stenptnr ltdaey, 4 m mrrtwS AUtrs 

Cmpboll) tholr son Charles taught sohool for the Indiana in Oklah«». 
jr«noy Cathorino bom 6 April 1614 dio4 1 Oot 1888* wife of !-«n trrlj • . o 

rtothor of olovor. ohildron. Ono ton, Janos »i a Confederate soldier bo*, mi , u* • 
in tho prosenoo of hit nothcr. 

Jams, bom 28 Jnn. 1816 narriod l^rp.arot Ann Knrtnon and wont to I/nrtt Cn mty. 

Elisabeth Slavon Bruffoy, born 24 March 1818, bocane the wife of Addison 2rr'.-.e «b4 

west. 

Priscilla Bruffoy bocano tho wife of Loronson Pugh end went to TTebater Co-jaty. 

Caroline MArgaret Druffoy, bom 18 Sept. 1822, died 14 Aug 1863* boesae the wife of 
jeno. Tfett. Ruoloson 14 Oot. 1862. Hor AIM m« WUU. Callao. Rnotoaa, *• l*"« « 
stepinc Crook Aoro hio ohildron D. W. end "tario Ruoteon non rooldo. 

Sarah tan Bruffoy, born 7 lloy. 1824, dlod 6 Hoy. 1898. boomo th. «tfo of *-» 0. Wmt* 
ton, 9 Oot. 1861. A doctor, Hootor booon. tho -If. of Robort Bro«, County r^ror 
R, 17. Brown ■was their son. 

Trillion Slavon Bruffoy, bom 2 Doc. 1826, narriod Mary J. Kanilton a-... «« 

Ho diod 14 March 1873. 

Tho Bruffoys wore of on inventive turn of nind. One of the Pocahontw 

- - 

nachine so finely poised that a gra n o ^ lt » u U 

oould not b. oontrollod ond tho lont;.r It r» tho -ro. tor bccon.^ ^ ^ ^ wtok it 

finally toar ltoolf to ploooo. Bruffw’* U * t ° CC ° rt 

flta* l-U into fro^nonto a. It data* off into V- for ,t - • 

Thor. nr. no nllllonalr.o « ^fba. 9— ~ ~ “ 

Bruffoy -ho lnvontod tho hlll.ldo plo-. tho ^ „ ^ompolou. la-ff 

dra- -«b fron tho »U «- -» —' ~ ^ ^ «. —* “ "* 

ifaehlneton otol. tho patont tad thu. tho trOUn - -- 
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wn^ Yf rrM Th# y P*»torol people and vrlewlWal M 

positions of honor and trust In tha affairs of state. 

If ytflKpuld pot a oorroot noaitiro of suah u To« hruffay fpo« ol4 ?v>4hrkf U| 
your Bobby Puma and road again Cotter's Saturday Might. It will ho life, a fr, 
in tho twilight on a ausnor's night* and ymir heart will C*~'/L r 
soil afresh on Scotland's sunny braos. 


am Claw as yo 


Kotoi Fran tho tonbstono in tho Hollool graveyard, Hillsboro, art Virginia* 

JOHN BRUFFEY 


Kativo of Ireland and Revolutionist undor Genorel T/^no, U.S.A. 

Died in 1807 - aged 55 which wjuld mko his birth dato 1752. 7his toabstona ws md* 
by his son John Bruffoy and inscribed an that was his business. Eis wlfo was Sollis 
McDonald, Owlish, who cano before the Revolution. Children* Patrick was as far a* 
find out a carpenter and contractor, JSark, was a proachor and went to ,r onroo r o., . 
John lived in Pooahontas County’* buried in the Hill C ©notary, Lobelia, Test ir-'.aai 



, A ,;oodly number of the relationship wa» artwmnt M *' • r ^* 0 r ~* 0,1 A ** ^ 

fall. •’•"nwi rrW^ J 

' John Bruffey was bom in t)»o north of TmUnd in' 17'2 u 6a 

Scotland, and they moved to A»rUon prior u> u+ lo'voluM^ • liV " ' * 

a soldier under General Anthony Wayne. »U whs Irllladaln . ',1" 11 r ,,r ^ 

from a horse. The horse neared at a door at the otor* troueh V n ** 

McNael. Ho was buried In tha McHeel graveyard. Hi. gravT??* f ‘ 
by his son, John. 1 rr • «*'-» U 

John anti Hellie HaoDonald Hruffey were the parents of t> )rwi Bona> ^ rk 

Mark married a Htar Lewis and lived in Monroe County. Thoy had a a »n - 
Bruffey; his sons wero Fletcher and Sajcuel; the latter was the fJhor * w 
< B. Min ter of Warren, Ohio, who was a missionary in China for a nurber • ’ * 
returning hone to care for hor sister's children. • r ' 

John, Jr., married Elizabeth Hill and settled on 3ruffeyc Creek. They were v* ^ i*3 
of three cons and sovon daughters-Murray,* Bradford and John. 

Murray married Elizabeth Craig of Hicholas County. They wore the paronts-of thre* 

and three daughters-William. Robert, Richard. Elizabeth be ear* the wife of Wesley 

Hill; Haney, wife of Henry Boggs; and Margaret the wife of Haggai Denison. -y 
Sheriff R. M. Bruffoy and A. W. Hill are grandsons of Hurray Bruffey. 

Bradford married **ary V/atts, of Greenbrier County# They had three sons and fo-.tr -iv 
Jiewton, late of Ronick; Frank, deceased; Squiro ?. A. Bruffoy, of Bruffeys Creek; 
Elizabeth Whiting; Serene Urines; Bird Shisler; and Ida Sarver. 

John Bruffey, HI, married Margaret Hill and went vest. 

T}» daughters of John, 2nd, wore Eliza Koore, «f -dray; George P. Moore was her son. 
Harriet, wife of Wosley Cruikshanks, of Hicholas. Levina, wife of Clayborae -IaIt; 
vent west, Mrs# Jonnie Lynch of Heola, Mrs. Annie Dotson and Culbinson, of the w?st 
am her children# Julia became the wife of a McClure; the late Mathew was her only s:r 
Margarot became the wife of Morgan Anderson. They had three children. Eliaabvth -we 
the i/ife of Samuel McCarty and moved to Vermont. C. J. McCarty was her son. 

Anderson became Mrs# Shannon Clutter; Erdc Clutter is their son. Dickson Anden>on 
married Sarah McCoy; Mrs. P. C. Curry is their d n ughter. 

Nancy Bnxffey becarm the wife of Levi Hooker, clocknakor, and Kartha B ruf:o' tc.are 
wifo of James Ewing. Both families vent to Hicholas Codnty. 

Patrick Bruffey wns born 2 Hay 1785 and died 3 Fot) * l3 ^* ^ l J k Iue ( i^vorlwm in wood) 
daughter of John Slaven, head of Greenbrier ” Qrcenaank. His faniU 

iron and stone. He was a miller, too, ^ W ns bom 2? Jan. 1813 »** *** 

consisted o £ six daughters and two 30 ns. Poll} .at.wv ^ children wore 

1 Hoy. 18U?. She became the wife of John H. ±sn£%3w. 5ES** 4 


of Ben trvil 
^ soldier 





This is the latest picture of Mrs. Mollio Bruffy, who 
.jdied Monday. She is pictured here with a doll that was 


given her when she was a child at Calvin. 


Mollie Bruffy, 61, Dies 


fruneral services were to have 
b$en conducted at 2:30 today 
f<jr Mrs. Mollie Bruffy. 61. wife 
oft George Bruffy of La Frank, 
wfto died Monday morning, Oc- 
t<pcr 29, in the Sacred Heart 
Hospital. 

■Ruv. J. E. Brown, pastor of 
L* Frank's New Prospect Bap* 
lift Church, was to officiate, 
a ild burial was to follow in the 
Little Union Cemetery at Cal¬ 
vin with the White and Cole- 
m|ui Funeral Home in charge. 


Mrs. Bruffy, a member of! 
the New Prospect Baptist Church 
and Of the Rebecca Lodge, was 
born at Calvin June 7, 1895. 
the daughter of the late Hamil¬ 
ton and Amanda Bredon. 

| Survivors besides her hus¬ 
band include one daughter. 
Mrs. Beulah Tonrv of Cincin 
natf. Ohio: one brother. Ervin 
Bredon, also of Cincinnati; one 
half-brother, Justus Bredon of 
Morgantown; one haf-sister. 
M „. Rulh Curojnjju^l 




>vtf* jf 


*pt« 'inft. 

flu wftt! KM b< 



j^ 1 JJtt7anck*fln U Oct. l{Xr! Her .'Mil w. 

^infi Cromk where his cildnrn D. L. and nuc<cm 

Sarah Ann ^ruTiejr, yA ? *<*, Wi»* *i«diw£oY, 

Hamilton, 9 Oot. 13M. A daughter Hooter Tx-ea»e*T** wife 

aurvoyor R. W. Brown is their «neu ^ v*. V ^ 

Willian'SlWn !*uff<V> WHt 2 DoeJ 1826, mfrled .'bry ViJWlton end v .. 

He died 14 ^tA$Z^N . t\ > ^ x Ha*:le R\» .rma 

■ - y -^ >V> firmffey Reunion 

On Auguet 2*> the^Br^Tey family of '^9$ Virginia held a largely a t tervle< *r*j u?r*.*i 
reunion. at Kebct*p. ^ {oUowihg comments on the occasion art fro* v* *«* 

Springs Repub^icyn, 

With the arrival* Of ,thej:h&irr.an of the program committee in the afternoon ar. - 
reninisconce ots intooducrK! by Ton Bruffey, in the course of which a brief hia‘.^r/ 
the family in jtmerichiiAs «iven# From this historical account wo gathered a few ir.<| 
ing f^qtc arrKU-Kcxise gathered many more from private conservations with co-» or v»T 

Pocahontas visitors* 

*j[ iish* U A . . 

TtLss Maggie Jluckman^ecms'ta^bc the recognized historian of this family. It was revealed 
that a cerffclft ^ohrr Brufffey of ^coteh-Irish descent camo fron Ireland prior to the 
Revolution and settled in the neighborhood of Hillsboro, about fifteen idles fror 
Har lint on on the Greonbrier River, He brought an attractive bride from among the 
Shamrocks of his native heath when ho came to America, whose nans was Kellie Mcltonala, 
and an ancostral kinsman of Ramsay McDonald, prime minister of the British Empire. 

The Bruffeys have studiously fX <) ^ e ^i5^^i?t 5 ^ a ^ era0n ^ cor ' corn ^ n € the relationship with 
such royal personages, but in west Virginia to know that Tom Bruffey, who opened this 
roniniscont hour is a cousin of England's great prime minister. 

We learned this Bruffeys were an invontive turn of mind. One of the Pocahontas family * 
worked for many years on the unsolved problem of "perpetual motion". The inventor devc^j 
ed a machine so finely todta poised that a grain of whoat would starfr a large wheel 
turning, but it could not be controlled and tlie longor it ran the greater became the 
speed until it would finally tear itsel to pieces, Bruffey's last effort was to start 
the wheel and watch it fling itself into fragments as it dashed off into space, 

Thero are no millionaires among the Bruffeys, but there night have been, for it was a 
Bruffey who invented the hillside olow, the instrument that has probably done aore tc^ 
draw wealth from tho soil than any other one farm implement. An unscrupulous lawyer o. 
Washington stole the patent and thus the Bruffeys lived quietly on, content to n«" 1 

wood and draw water. They are pastoral people and agricultural peolple and have ne 
aspired to positions of honor and trust in the affairs of the state. 

If you would get a correct measure of suoh men as Tom Bruffey from olrf^oc** pull dew 
your Bobby Bums and road again Cotter's Saturday Might, It will bo 1^® '* ‘ touc h U 

in tho twilight on a summer's night, and your heart will feel a warm glow 
the soil afresh on Scotland '3 sunny braes. 
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Decatur, Illinois 
March 24, 1957 


Dr. J«l»> »• "“T 
UT7 Pi»** Street 
St I*«i* 1» Missouri 

O^r t> r. 11*^ 22nd !Mt . arrived thla a. ... in ra, th« poatofflc. of 
togr tauar of «• «« ™ • naakiaytoan, and aane inquiry oonoemlne th. 

Millpolnt, W. vs., 

OtMV FanlJJf* laaJt t h» tin. that Hillpoint, Virg., (now W. Va.) 

however, th. nan. of th. town oouW hav, W 
be®*" 0 * 8. • ^ the P. 0. was established, 

change ^rlier than th d^^ written on Feb. 6, 1893 by Dr. Cephas Kackley 
1 C T £ JET SoSs,, of Ronceverte, W. Va., (this *«. H. C. the 

Mai '*TS 1 J*wUn^C^Jaey, Jr., V» 0 t the Wm. H. Ca of near Millpolnt) in which 
son (8) Valentine y» Cackleys - and his letter contained the 

In a list of battle skimishes in Va. 
the^^^ckleytown. I cold not find rich « postoffice. Whore is it? 

• Iv-* v*b. Cackley spoke of the place when at father*s. H 

SfcE^sTthls has reference to Civil War skineishos and^thW would be thirty 
* .ftor the date the P. C. Dept. Records show that the town was Millpolnt. 
i lflA'i i*ss 1835*30 years). However between 1862 and 1865 the residents and the 
km £T.Sa£ *Z e^aphhd^t. .ri .nt* .till call* th. UtU. -rllUg. 
CckUytown. Th. abor. llatwi 1893 l.tUr was where 1 coaxlni th. id«that 
Ce-kloytown did not become Millpolnt until the latter part of the Civil War, or 
later. The above named Dr. Cephas Kackley was of the 4th K® 1 ® 1 '®*’* 0 ?’ * 1 *?“ ^ 

(4) Joseph (none) awl Elizabeth (Turner) Ka., and he a son of (4) Elias (none; 
Kackley, 3r., a son of Jacob Keckley, Sr. (1701-1788), or Oen. *°.l. 

Toe ask the privilldge to look over ny Cackle d*U at some time and tMt B1U - 
lacklsy say have given se such of this material. Bill had sent no data, 
a letter case on Mch. 22nd, in which he sent Info, for his branch, his parents, 
grandparents, and grat grd. parents (Oon. Ho. 3) of Lervi (*»*»)• r 

Xanqy (none) Bradshaw C.ckley. He sent no daU, not even names for his gradfather 
'.5 * 1 . James Ca.), 3 brothers and two sisters, T 

I note that you are compiling a History of the XeSeel '*»ily, therefore, 
wondering how far beck you cay know about the original Keckley ancestors, 
seme to the colonies and if you know about the three spellinfs of the origin. 

-- "“•* - “aoKUy. m.xcry 

Before 2 forget it - you are welcome to comn look over "rY ^ >ta te that m 

UU, at anj time it say suit your conviensnoe - however " . non# 0 f the 

•larfrlny 'tranches- data IS LIMITED, as I personally hsye the 

m ^~'l runohes- - I ran onto Bill in a rather peculiar * ■.village - MK 

Keaoo. of Amerce at Millpolnt not then knowing it \m» «“*"* , of ^ ivin 
letter «« sent to the Prison Camp - Uven relayed to Mi. H. beoans 

Pare - and p. relied - ^inquiry concerned the date that Cacioeyw 
IHUfolat - in) Bill did not koow. 

: win evplain a little more gboot the Keckley P.J* uto 2[' ^'TherTtre «t 

Uke we will not he Sompillng for 20 Or JO y**|*®y j ^ye been working 
» «"•« * J Hietorierw. and a O.s^r.1 Oeneologlst - •* ab out 8 years - 

vm thi. Mi.tory for only .herd 5) year*. The Oen*l ^^'Vde.cendon^' J 
* l Jreeer.t e» hev« «etalx>gi>o4 ;*robebly over 9,000 an*- 1 our total* . nlo 
ev*r k,r>vj ^r^ 5t K** rp ( L t f^ a J f doing •* * 3 at 

I R*t ie ^ tSa r.okley Bohn. KeoSlay - *** ?! 

• u ’ e? a^>r»aw». W>. ehangwl hie Uat name ‘ *pd th«rJ^ j#d 

- . .-.WE - ’' v , STt ^ — ■* U 





